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COMING TOGETHER AROUND FINANCES 
by Ryan Harter

 Money can be a polarizing subject to discuss. We all 
have different perspectives, attitudes, goals, and habits when 
it comes to how we think about money and how we use it. 
Ultimately, money is a tool that we each have the opportunity 
to put to use for a more valued purpose. Conversations around 
the use of money can become even more divisive in the context 
of family. Our families see the best and worst of us, can love us 
the best and hurt us the most, and play a huge role in shaping 
what our lives ultimately look like. Conversations about money 
in the mix of family life can quickly highlight competing goals, 
desires, and attitude. However, conversations about money in a 
family context can also be an opportunity for a family to come 
together for a united purpose. Families that have conversations 
about money and are able to come up with shared goals are 
better equipped to handle decision-making regarding their 
finances. They set themselves up well for handling the financial 
stresses of life that are sure to come.

 There are many ways for a family to come together around 
finances and many goals that a family can attempt to reach 
together. In the conversations we have with those we serve at 
Servant Solutions, we have the opportunity to see the many 
different ways people approach their finances as a family. The 
families that are successful all share similar characteristics. 
Here are three action steps that help families stay unified in 
their finances and decision-making:
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MONEY TALKS
WITH FAMILY



SQUEEZING THE MOST OUT OF YOUR RETIREMENT PLAN
Well, there is so much that I want 
to share.  And while I cannot 
possibly share it all in this brief 
article, I do want to begin with 
some very good news. On March 
15th the U.S. Seventh Circuit 
Court of Appeals unanimously 
reversed a lower federal district 
court which had ruled in 2017 that 
the ministerial housing allowance 

was unconstitutional. The Court found that the provision is 
permissible under the First Amendment and has significant 
history and well-established legal precedent.

It is not known at this time if the 
Freedom From Religion Foundation, 
which brought the suit against the 
housing allowance, will appeal this 
ruling.  But for the time being, this is a 
wonderful victory and good news for 
ministers.

I’m privileged to currently serve on the national Steering 
Committee for the Church Alliance, an association of church 
retirement plan executives that advocate for the best interests 
of church workers in compensation and benefit issues.  The 
Church Alliance played a key role advocating for this ruling.  
Another key advocate has been the Evangelical Council for 

Financial Accountability.  Dan Busby, a great friend to us and 
President of ECFA had this to say, “This decision is a win 
not just for the minister’s housing allowance but for the more 
than 2,600 federal and state tax laws that provide religious 
exemptions cited by the Seventh Circuit, some of which date 
back to the early 1800’s.”  So we give thanks to the Lord for 
this favorable outcome.

It has been an incredibly busy season for the Servant Solutions 
staff.  We have been blessed with significant growth, and 
the Lord has enabled us to meet all of the various goals our 
Trustees have set for us.  During the past six months of tracking 
our staff travels around the country (participating in ministerial 
meetings, general assemblies, state meetings and other 

gatherings) we have visited twenty-seven 
states!  One of the rich traditions in our 
office is for the staff to share at our staff 
meetings what the Lord is doing in other 
places and to pray for our pastors and 
churches.  It is such a privilege to do so.

Thank you for the trust you place in us.  We treasure the 
opportunity to serve you and hope that you will always call us 
when we can help.  We look forward to those interactions and 
also the chance to catch up and to hear what is happening in 
your life and ministry.  God bless you.

We treasure the 
opportunity to serve you 
and hope you will always 
call us when we can help.

NOTICE TO MEMBERS
On January 28th, Jeff Jenness officially informed our Board of 
Trustees of his plans to retire from full-time work with Servant 
Solutions by the end of 2019. “In praying carefully over the past three 
years,” he said, “I felt the Lord impressing me to prepare well, finish 
strong, and make way for new, vibrant leadership that can take us 
forward and higher in serving the church with continued excellence.” 
Selection of the new President is targeted for late spring of 2019, with 
employment beginning in late summer 2019 after ratification by the 
General Assembly at the June Convention of the Church of God.  A 
Retirement Reception will be held at the Church of God Convention on 
Friday, June 28th following the evening service. The event will honor 
Jeff Jenness as well as Dr. Paul Maxfield who is retiring from his 
leadership role at Children of Promise.

JEFF JENNESS ANNOUNCES HIS RETIREMENT



MONEY TALKS, continued from page 1 

1. Define a Purpose and a Plan
Proverbs 24:27: Prepare your work outside; get everything ready 
for yourself in the field, and after that build your house.

 Families that are able to keep the stress level around finances 
low have a purpose or goal they are trying to reach and a plan 
on how they are going to get there. Each family member is in 
agreement with the purpose and plan, and they see the reason 
why they are working towards the goal. All family members have 
a different role to play in reaching the goal, and they understand 
what each individual must do in order for the family to 
accomplish the goal. For example, a family has a goal of getting 
out of credit card debt in 1 year so they can all go on a vacation 
together in 2 years. This will require dad or mom to work 4 extra 
hours on Saturdays for extra income, but it will also require the 
kids to help around the house on Saturdays to help eliminate 
the stress that may come with mom or dad working extra. The 
reward is the family vacation and more time as a family once the 
credit card debt is paid off.

2.  Intentionally Communicate 
and Set Expectations
Proverbs 22:6: Train up a child in the 
way he should go; even when he is old 
he will not depart from it.

 Families that are successful together 
with their finances are open about where 
they are at financially. These families 
have regular times that they sit down 
to discuss finances and make sure they are on track and sticking 
to the plan they have already put in place. Successful families 
include each family member in the process, including the kids. 
Continuing with the above example, a family will get together 
every other Friday to make sure they are on track with paying 
down their debt and sticking to their spending plan. This is also a 
way for the parents to set expectations with each other and with 
their children about the next week or two and how much they 
will be able to eat out or if they will be able to go to the movies 
as a family. Kids learn a great deal about financial management 
from their parents when they can actively participate in the 
family’s financial conversations and see their parent’s leadership 
in how they manage their money. Obviously, there will be 
conversations that are only held between the parents, but most 

financial conversations have an element in which the kids can 
participate. 

3.  Give Grace and Persevere in Difficulty 
Colossians 3:12-13:  Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and 
beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and 
patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint 
against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven 
you, so you also must forgive.

 It is highly unlikely that a family’s plan will go exactly as 
they had hoped. There are likely to be disagreements, mistakes, 
and arguments along the way. Families that are able to give each 
other grace and come back together quickly to continue moving 
forward are far more successful in the long run. It is quite often 
that a family may be moving quickly towards a goal and have 
a bad month of spending, either because of not sticking to their 
plan or because something unexpected happened. Successful 

families do not allow a bad month to derail 
them from continuing to pursue their goal. They 
give grace to one another and hold each other 
accountable to continue moving towards their 
goal the next month. A typical time a good plan 
can run into some bumps is around Christmas. 
The holiday season can bring out the worst in 
our spending habits, make it difficult to stick to 
our plan because of abnormal schedules, and 
cause some additional stressors in staying on 
the same page in decision making. Families that 

give grace and persevere towards their goal are able to move past 
a bad month or season and ultimately continue to pursue their 
goals together. 

God + Family + Financial Wisdom = Stewardship
 At the end of the day, every family has an opportunity to 
do the best they can with the resources God has given them. 
Regardless of how much money a family makes, the families that 
know their purpose, communicate intentionally, and persevere 
when the plan goes off course are better off financially in the 
long run and are able to avoid falling into a pit of financial stress 
that can affect the family’s unity. All of us love and care about 
our families so may we be proactive in communicating with our 
families by intentionally bringing them around the subject of 
money and the resources with which God has blessed us. 



HOW’S YOUR FOLLOW THROUGH?
HAVE YOU VISITED PRINCIPAL.COM/MILESTONES YET?
 Having a trusted family attorney who works with you to complete key documents is often the best situation, but that is not always 
possible. In those cases Servant Solutions is able to help through a free service provided by our recordkeeping partner, Principal 

Financial Group. Principal has teamed with ARAG* and now provides a package of planning documents 
available to you at no additional cost.   
 With access to ARAG’s free online resources, you and/or your spouse can prepare these legal 
documents: will, healthcare power of attorney, HIPAA authorization, durable power of attorney, 
living will, and medical treatment authorization for minors.
 Start today by visiting Principal.com/
milestones and selecting “Plan for Tomorrow.” 
You’ll see a window entitled “Prepare your 
own legal documents.” You can either watch 
a webinar or choose to set up an account with 
ARAG.  After you create an account with 
ARAG and log in, the Online Documents tab 
allows you to:

• Create Planning Documents via easy-to-use interactive software
• View, Print and Edit personal documents you create

Don’t wait to clarify your wishes. Planning today provides peace for your 
loved ones tomorrow. 

* ARAG stands for Allgemeine Rechtsschutzversicherungs 
Aktiengesellschaft and was founded more than 80 years ago with a 

mission to provide affordable legal representation to all.


